American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
EDERATIG,
¥ " o,

(S N 815 Sixteenth Street, N.W. JOHN J. SWEENEY RICHARD L. TRUMKA LINDA CHAVEZ-THOMPSON
q'°~ e Washington, D.C. 20006 PRESIDENT SECRETARY-TREASURER EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
F . (202) 637-5000
\ www.aflcio.org Gerald W. McEntee Gene Upshaw Michael Sacco Frank Hurt

>

FL Clo

oS
hd
*
3
=
[~}
cy
P -

‘4,70}.4;5 7 uga

Patricia Friend
Robert A. Scardelletti
Michael J. Sullivan

Cheryl Johnson, R.N.

Michael Goodwin
John M. Bowers
Harold Schaitberger
Clyde Rivers

William Lucy
R. Thomas Buffenbarger
Edwin D. Hill
Cecil Roberts

Leon Lynch
Elizabeth Bunn
Joseph J. Hunt
Edward C. Sullivan

% =S William Burrus Leo W. Gerard Edward J. McElroy Jr. Ron Gettelfinger
WousTRIA- James Williams John J. Flynn Baxter M. Atkinson John Gage
William H. Young Nat LaCour Vincent Giblin William Hite
Andrea E. Brooks Larry Cohen Warren George Gregory J. Junemann
Laura Rico Thomas C. Short Robbie Sparks Nancy Wohlforth

Paul C. Thompson James C. Little Alan Rosenberg Capt. John Prater

Statement by AFL-CIO President John J. Sweeney on
Senate Immigration Vote
June 28, 2007

Hard-working immigrant workers in this country deserve a real path to citizenship as a part of comprehensive
immigration reform, and it is disappointing that this congress cannot advance that important goal.

The Senate’s draft immigration plan was in need of major reconstruction work from the get-go. Unfortunately,
as the bill was navigated through the legislative process it only got worse, becoming a bill that catered more to
the interests of employers at the expense of both immigrant and US-born workers. Mounting anti-family and
anti-worker provisions made the Senate’s immigration bill unworkable and ultimately regressive in terms of
immigrant and workers’ rights. If approved, it would have only perpetuated the problems it intended to solve.

Comprehensive immigration reform must be done in a way that upholds workers’ most basic rights and
removes economic incentives for exploitation.

We will continue to work with the immigrant rights community and our allies in Congress to devise a truly
comprehensive model that places immigrant and workers’ rights at the head of the line.
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